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Section A: School Context

Forrest Primary School is a P — 6 primary school incorporating 2 sites, the primary school and Deakin
Preschool. The school first opened in 1958 and is located in the suburb of Forrest in central
Canberra. Students are drawn from 55 suburbs within the ACT and NSW and come from 46 different
countries. There are currently 31% of students with language backgrounds other than English and
3% Aboriginal students.

There are many Diplomatic families who send their children to Forrest and in 2009 170 students were
enrolled after Narrabundah Primary School closed.

The school has benefitted from the recent BER investment by the Federal Government with the
addition of the Year 6 wing and extension of the senior hall.

Section B: Student Outcomes

Given the Principal of Forrest Primary School was on leave prior to the validation process a modified
process has been undertaken that gives the school some recognition for its school improvement work
over the past cycle. The Acting Principal was not required to prepare the school’s validation self
assessment given the recency of her appointment and the considerable changes in the leadership
team during this time.

o Performance Indicators in Primary Schools (PIPS) data indicates better than expected growth
for 2009 and 2010

e NAPLAN data indicates a downward trend but results remain above the ACT mean in the
areas of reading and numeracy and on a par with the ACT mean for writing in Year 5. In Year
3 writing the school mean is above the ACT mean however for reading and numeracy they are
below the ACT mean;

e Special needs students are supported through the work of a Special Needs Team consisting
of the Deputy Principal, School Counsellor and year level team who meet on a weekly basis to
monitor the progress of particular students;

e Opportunities for a literacy block time have been introduced through careful release
timetabling; and

e System perception data provided indicates that there is high satisfaction from students about
their education eg. ‘overall | am satisfied | am getting a good education at this school’ 93%
(compared to 89% from all schools P-6), ‘overall | am satisfied with this school’ 91%
(compared to 84%) and ‘I am satisfied this school has high expectations in all that it does’ 91%
(compared to 83%). Staff and parents agree that students are getting a good education and
are supported at school eg. Staff report 100% agreement with ‘| am satisfied the students are
getting a good education at this school’ and parents report 86% (compared to 82%)
agreement that ‘overall | am satisfied with my child’s education at this school’.

Evidence cited and its validation

e NAPLAN and PIPS data
System surveys

¢ Induction and staff handbooks — the panel noted that these documents require review and
updating

e School Board Report — completed and signed by Principal and Board Chair
Forrest School Plan 2008-2010 is detailed and available and develops specific objectives for
years 1-4 with Year 5 and 6 unavailable to the panel.

e Forrest Primary School Operational Plan 2011 including measurable priorities and
responsibilities

e Interview with P&C President
Interviews with Acting Principal and Deputy Principal
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Section C: Priorities of the School Improvement Framework

Student Engagement and Learning and Teaching were presented for validation with a limited
evidence provision available to the panel.

Design and implement a school based curriculum (2008); and
Priority: All teachers focus on bringing the school based curriculum to align with the
Australian Curriculum (2010)

Domains: Learning and Teaching

The panel found some evidence to support the claim that the school had developed a scope and
sequence to align existing curriculum documents with Every Chance To Learn.

Initial work in establishing alignment between the school and Australian Curricula for Science and
English has commenced. The panel was provided with scoping document for year 6 and year 4
English but these are yet to be completed.

Evidence cited and its validation

e Curriculum documents from Every Chance to Learn were developed or partially completed
Teacher programs reflect content in ELAs from Every Chance to Learn

Scoping documents for the Australian English Curriculum

English and Mathematics scope and sequence documents

Science, SOSE, Arts and Heath and PE scope and sequence documents partially developed

Release timetable which supports the opportunity to have time for planning across year levels
and the introduction of literacy block time

e Some teacher programs provided were informed by the Quality Teaching Model

S All teachers promote classroom practices in keeping with the Sustainable School
Priority:
Program
Domains: Student engagement

The panel was presented with a reflection of this priority in the summative review report. Apart from
the Sustainable Schools practice of recycling which can be seen within the school and with some
teachers having trialed the Carbon Kids Program in 2009 there was insufficient evidence available to
validate this priority at this time.

Priority: All teachers implement the school based curriculum in life skills and values
y: education
Domains: Learning and Teaching

The panel was not able to validate this priority at this time.
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Priority: Implementing a Healthy Brain Program

Domains: Learning and Teaching

The program “Mind Your Brain” has engaged teachers in professional learning focused on brain
development and care.

Evidence cited and its validation

e Mind Your Brain K-6 program documentation and planning documents
¢ Whole staff professional learning

Priority: Augment teacher and student proficiency in ICT

Domains: Learning and Teaching

The panel noted the Forrest Information and Communication Technology Statement (ICT). There is a
computer lab at Forrest in the library and ICT equipment is evident in classrooms.

Evidence cited and its validation

e A functioning computer lab is situated in the library
e ICT equipment was evident in the classrooms
e The Forrest Information and Communication Technology Statement

S Enhance the shared understandings of the concept of the Integrated Curriculum
Priority: : : . .
and its consistent implementation across the school
Domains: Learning and Teaching

Curriculum documents suggest that the Kath Murdoch inquiry based approach is the preferred school
model. The panel was presented with teacher programs but did to see evidence of an inquiry model
or any consistency in planning.

Evidence cited and its validation

e Curriculum documents indicated Kath Murdoch’s model was expected in inquiry based
learning

All teachers identify an area of leadership they should develop; and All teachers
Priority: focus on improving student outcomes in learning how to learn with a focus on the
pedagogy of the Quality Teaching Model
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Domains: Leading and Managing

The panel was unable to validate these priorities at this time.
Section D: Validation comments and recommendations

The panel thanks the staff and community for their welcome and openness to the validation process
during such a time of transition for the school and the staff. It is recognized that the process was
considerably limited given the fact that the leadership team was in transition.

The panel was not able to celebrate all of the school’s achievements due to executive staff leave, an
incomplete summative review and the lack of evidence available and therefore not able to provide a
full validation.

While acknowledging that the summative report was incomplete the validation panel recommends that
Forrest Primary School concentrate on the following areas in improving outcomes for all students and
enhancing community and staff partnerships.

Develop pedagogical principles and practices that support the school’s vision.

o Executive staff be supported by senior executive in the development and implementation of
the School Improvement process.

o Develop a timeline for reviewing all processes and procedures at the school to ensure they
comply with DET requirements.

o Develop a comprehensive collaborative communication strategy that includes all staff, P&C
and School Board.

e Continue to develop curriculum documents aligning with the Australian Curriculum that are
understood and used by all teachers.

The panel also recommends that the school network leader works closely with the school and its
community to develop a new school plan.
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